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higher powers by a ceaseless involution, if I may use
a mathematical expression. Capital is labor raised
to a higher power by being constantly multiplied into
itself. Nature has been more and more subjugated
by the human race through the power of capital,
and every human being now living shares the im-
proved status of the race to a degree which neither he
nor any one else can measure, and for which he pays
nothing.
Let us understand this point, because our subject
will require future reference to it. It is the most short-
sighted ignorance not to see that, in a civilized com-
munity, all the advantage of capital except a small
fraction is gratuitously enjoyed by the community.
For instance, suppose the case of a man utterly destitute
of tools, who is trying to till the ground with a pointed
stick. He could get something out of it. If now he
should obtain a spade with which to till the ground, let
us suppose, for illustration, that he could get twenty
times as great a product. Could, then, the owner of a
spade in a civilized state demand, as its price, from the
man who had no spade, nineteen-twentieths of the
product which could be produced by the use of it?
Certainly not. The price of a spade is fixed by the sup-
ply and demand of products in the community. A
spade is bought for a dollar and the gain from the use
of it is an inheritance of knowledge, experience, and skill
which every man who lives in a civilized state gets for
nothing. What we pay for steam transportation is no
trifle, but imagine, if you can, eastern Massachusetts
cut off from steam connection with the rest of the world,
turnpikes and sailing vessels remaining. The cost of
food would rise so high that a quarter of the population
would starve to death and another quarter would have